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in the treaty of Breda, and the threatening policy
of Louis XIV, now beginning to take a form omi-
nous to the Protestant states of Europe, distracted
men's minds at home, and the Massachusetts
problem was for the moment lost sight of in the
presence of the larger issues. The colony returned
to its former position of independence and soon
reasserted its former authority over New Hamp-
shire and Maine. To all appearances the failure
of the royal commissioners was complete, but
appearances were deceptive. The issue lay not
merely between a Stuart King and a colony seek-
ing to preserve its liberties; it was part of the
larger and more fundamental issue of the place of
a colony in England's newly developed policy of
colonial subordination and control. Neither was
Massachusetts a persecuted democracy. No mod-
ern democratic state would ever vest such powers
in the hands of its magistrates and clergy, nor
would any modern people accept such oppres-
sive and unjust legislation as characterized these
early New England communities. In any case,
the contemptuous attitude of Massachusetts and
her disregard of the royal commands were not
forgotten; and when, a few years later, the authori-
ties in England took up in earnest the enforcement